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FORMLD BURING THE WHITE HEAT' OF S18TIES
progrewive politics il writings of Reyner Banham
contained am innase suspiceon of wonds sach 4
omnscrvation ard heritage. |vis therelore a faint iroay
thar his enchoniasm for American mudairial bailding
of the twentics, wise impace on the fapere of
Ewsropean mosdomism is well chartee, forms an
inevitable Background o woda's sestheticising of an
indusmial sestheric. For it i just such a popularly
el notion of wardlouss chic that is carmenaly
sanving 0 many sbandoned inneruthan imduserial dic
Eresm the baslidorer, Hemever, this apparent causality
meech a Frle unpacking, Cenaindy the ‘machine
acsthetic” of Deoroit'’s Ford Boiomes and the Erain alos
of she mid wes played & seminal partin the evalving
mcdierning canon {upon which any ‘minimal ooy
fomvenion condinoes o be markered)), Bus this
relatinabdp berwoen induserial engineering and casly
ism is offen mi worl. For Banham it is a
soercpandomce not on the level of building
nechnology o formal sestherion bug .. a5 a foem of
albegory. The appearance of indusrial rowcmblances in
moerindusirial buildings was construed. . s promiss
thar these baildings would be as fanctsonally hones,
stracturally economical and abse #ll, a5 uptobe-
enimuee a5 any of the American factories thar Le
Corbusier hailod s fors Frusts off the Mo Age™*
Endiord, as promiscry architecoure, what botor imapge
of 2 wellded Ratsre than an impoting stack of grain
silos, desparching it produsse by the trainbosd 1o the
nation’s bread-makers,

Somewhag dimmutive in scale to the huge
agro-towers of Minncots, Waratah Flour Ml in
Syidney’s Dudwich Hill nevertheless sivests oo the same
imuge af productive pragmatism. Built witheut
pretermions. in the rventics and fomning a string of
Bowsrmilly ihar hug the nonhewes goods railway line of
Sy, Wararah Malls s, vinoe s consnscrion, sood
el as am industrial beacon in an otherwiic fla cxpanac
of single-srancy pitched roo, brick hames, Recently
Brrwever, with 1he wme economic expediency that
marked jgs comasruction, the mill cvwnen Goodiman
and Fichder, huve borm frced o rebocune our of the iy,
In e place. Menbeten Tribe Architecn huve
transfarmed this brownfickd site {mio a nosidendial
pevect thar marricy olficient design soluticns with 3
wieoessiul, commercially viable reisdential
redevelopmene. Given thar the client is howsing gians
CPG, and thin i Dlwich Hills, e Swrey Bills, shis i
s mean achicvemens,

e
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The: ate 15 divided into thiree pares: the conceee silo
and red beick mill boeh sotsined and adapeed, and the
apper building, demolished ard rebailt mo the wame
spperrmare volsme, While the henitage conmals
adeded significans cost se the comvruction (smongst a
fampe of intreiting engineering chaliespes, the
recaimed smnall bangslow on ste had o be eneirely
lifted om sziles while the feumsdstions fisr the hogper
Busliling was powrned], these weee more thas affsen by
she opporvunity v buikl to the oxisting height and
enverall envelope, allowirg a significanily increasad
dernibty o what is othorwise a cypically low deminy
suburb. In o, & spartments were locaied om this sie,
b by srmall sshusBar raads o nanth and sooch,
mhﬁy i the st snd & sand of masise tpect
sepursting the development from the onby near
neighbours o the wee.

Irsvatahly the silia s the sives maow dimisctive
element. By simply slicing theowgh the insermal
sucular walls separating each silo, a n.iqu ST af six
inserbacking volwmes wa formaed from 1op 1o
hoeroam, which was then divided inso nine foomn.
Windows were panched through 1o the nosh, saa and
west, lesving the soushern elevation blank, where the
silo nusdges. chose 1o the mewly built hopger baikding.
Early plams to reinerodusoe curved walls istemally,
Berween Lischers, bodrocms and bachrooms, were
abandioned o reduce wnuabls residual space
Mibde fram a series of aliernating Fan baloonles, the
ermirely mndecoraned, consistens with &
heritage brief somewhar oec siganous than the polise
demeitication that reconely befell Perer Dermenndy's
Darwin geen L

A qualicy of dicrers sdapastian cantinucs in
the conversion af the milll mext door, where & nusmilser
of sigmificarm sonsceural ¢hanges 1o the building shell
are scoomimadsied with dexeeriey ansd
udgenent, The groand foor foyer was rerovated o
inclhude peclsamed dmbers from the silo next doos.

exterion i el

The loag southern wall was cur open o Fice a blade
wiall [sccommoidatng the buildings post boses.

The resubtant nanrce glazed folly albow inoneaned
atural thl i ool imio the otherase dim e ""r'rr
O hee norehyfacing elevation, an oxisting grid of
winsdows have been puthed back eo Form a werics of
recened buleonics and Framcless glass balistrades
The annes va this building hai been extended and
Aoy and windows. luve been shisffled o sllow
imyproved pemctration of lght. withouw comyprofising
the demanding henage condstians,

The hopper building is the only ensirdy mew
Buildisg an the site and its form and mazenals suggess
an indaarisl rarragive, Although s aspect is s than
indeal, thin B compensaed by fAusd imerioes aead
o with animpedod views of the
neighboarhood and ciry Beyonad The buildingh
muachimic referonces are not without their prebilems,
Thousgh imtemded 3 sympathetic bo the site indawrisl
characier, the wacked Livers of concnete, steel and zine
lears esther more boavily on themed ferm than an the
efficacy of enginecead lorm, Then again, even the
apparent honesty of sixzics ogimnism was not wichous
s e inAcconay alleions.

As evemplary adapeive rouse, Waratah Mills
roprosonis a sucoessfial reshdensfal meeamosphoais,
wealkimg the tight rope between comamercial vishiline
and archivecieral imtegrity: Thae a volume housing
prosider has adapeed 1o developing niche, modium
denaity inner-irhan dndustral conwersions, b ineli s
peonitive siep, rewanded here By the eomcience work of
Metilcton Tribe. I8 the Banle to comolidate s no o Gl
peey o dhart-ecrmn coonomecs and political expodicncy,
st projects are vital

hal

8 A et o Lo o bty Py Wominiee il Wl sl sform; P
“the ikt fucat o o P m ! i sy b f e

i Mg et 20’ By ower P, i of b [vsmratiorns Bt
P

1 A barusarad Ravirw fasarsba, Thes gad N, re

Faindmn s Bew Medell, Nk Buly' Fa s anamizio v ey Sekegt & Gaven Madlnil. Motileiss Trke raeoii s Gar
Eikew, Amiber Commelly Loary Lo, Kew Mg 0 Jif¥ Phaviberr, Nontbotes Fooly viatjia 1 mansnann Mavne Campinil ors Denefapmesss ©on

Vhiimiin Tastary & Fasforrs uganirs soon s om Hevelapoeren soon i ooy Phanlspesa (s o0 iss@iin i fees Ly Cosdape
damrems v ssn s ckassad Ml Wiiymade viesaen Trea i F Fedmen wornin Biibasd fivgee F A s

s td wa s incs T Mo O Amsbny euridss e ied s orc Derelepeann s i) dpsiteat seee i baildmgs w1 w1

n mmtls i Mlassibpilly Copnl {0108 £ Doy ssTnbisis wii s Weioks, ol o sy, Cadlesbumsd sy frme, Afind (b

R PR T U S——

'.hﬂl:-uwm-mb,lmwm

b Fladvbeal Loimsing B, seaosty s feadleny somn Cabesbend RSP dad svrn nime dlemimien rsui Dylan poes




nettletontribe www.nettletontribe.com.au

AR - issue 008 — 2004




