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The rissue-soft architecture of the
Paperbark Camp provides a venue
for a kind of soft leisure, one that
leaves a gentle imprint on the carth
and on the campers themselves. The
Paperbark Camp in Huskisson, at
Jervis Bay on the south coast of New
South Wales, is founded on an
ecosophical design principle. One
thar draws on what French post-
structuralist Felix Guantari called
ecospohy = the interrelation of the
three ecologies: the socius, the psyche
and nature, and is achieved via a
certain ethico-acsthetic sensibility,
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Paperbark Canp | fervis Bay, NSW | Arcbisers Nestleroniribe

Based oo 2 mosdel of the buxury African safasi permanena-
tented camsp and standing on thick forent sad wealapds
adyseent o Carrambene Creek, ihe Papeabark Lodge and
Camp, is 3 Nenlevontribe scheme. which i not éimply
absout envirsnmental tastaisability = il such a thing is
ever shmple. In glso vukes vhe wiunicy of socil, psycho-
logical and envimamental ccologics as an acishetic and
deiggn imperiaive

Jeremy Bishop, design archivect for the project ar
Nettbcrontsibc. sayn, “The Paperhark Lodge snd Camg
is an eco-reson where the archivecvondc is based on the
confluence of social. mental and environmental nocds,
The deslgn sttcmpas 1o sitain all these things sl chcie
inseedependence om one ancther, as musch as possible.”

Bishop beought the projoct to fruition with colloxgecs
Teevor Hamilion and Nick Honis, sfier owners leens
and Jeremy Huichings worked patienily for 10 years bo
achigve cheir vinkomn,

“1 had recemly revarned froen Africa when the projec
arose.” says Bishop. *1 knew that for the design to work
on ikt eripanne level (8 hid va be oper-ended, o tkar
lilferemt sones could be ser within the one context. The
nation of ke within the deiign had 1o be Auid and
hetempencous, & gucis could sabely define thae experi-
ence and whas it meant, for themselves.”

Theie is an Imph'-iit imbelligenee at woik in the
dlesign tha letsuie, a5 Gusten undersands I ls pan
af the ecosystem of the three ecologics rather thas
pecfabricaced inaciivity, that exints s ibe remainder of,
of retiremenn from, some so of “real’ life eliewhere and
atherwise,

Indesd, the Paperbark Camp ii an sceivities-based
camp. Bar these are gendde envirenmentally harenonbous
aczivizien, purmsed at will, Canecing, pienicking and fiking
aloag b creck oo whale waching of Bowen [slisd can be
alvereaned with wikdlife and wildflowor walks or bush mcker
1oz, whens diving and snorkelling ot simply walking along
thez whise ssndy beaches of Jervis Bay begin vo pall.

The camp’s design had 1o offer accommeodation from
which e puriue (o7 restsr) iheie serlvitkes with a3 linls
oburwetion e possible. while wiill providing comfon,
luzusy, privacy and intsraction by working with the covi
ronment ratbser than againos it The aim foe dhe Irena and
Jevemy Huschings wis 10 promeoie she masural enviren-
ment, sustais the locsl ceelogy, peovide s low-key niche
eco-Dacaliy benefiing the locsl and regrons] commsinky,

To this enll, she original landicape was carclully
eleared by hasul so that delicare econyaseen, natudal Mara

and birdlife were preserved. Mo major canhworks or
elearing were undsaken, All sollei waise and waisc waber
Is pumnped off the sie 1o provece the pristine Cursmbene
Creck, which now forms purt of the Jervia Bay Marine
Park and i ihe ealy muvigable wnerwy imo Jervis Bay,

The camip is & discreen scanering of camouflage-
wodowncd Itmllhmghnul the paperbark foscsi, which
slmose disappesr lmo the indscape. High os mwugh
hirwem wailas amdd a platfomm of kocal urpentine hard woosd
with wiapanoind baloonics, the custam-designal enei,
imponed from South Africa, ac1 as 3 membrane beyween
g anal thar fowrs, The beavy casvan o the doubbe mof
tenits socani 1o shioih nobac, Hke the soli puperbak sl
allowing ome 1o bear the quice. Al (be navurs] marcrials
wied (@ the eamp akrusctuses breathe o bot ike ouniide
im while seill peoviding & mecessary prosecion from the
clemenis. Each temt s placed fur enough away from the
next and srraccgically angled o provide privacy, yet i
hose encaagh 1o allow [meraction i desleed.

Familiar materials puncisate she camp's scheme
everugated inos, clay, s, neugh howa tssbhers, Nyicioend,
anvas and glass bouvres.

Thie tenta” outhsar, ooeragatee imewrappod on suibes
Feanue locally-haail fowree. Like mose of the fivings a8
the camp. the reoesses were custom-built for the peojec
by lecal irades and cralinpoople, In this cang, Kanga
Binbes, lamesis round-the-woald sole yachtenan, vamed
his bt bwililing expertise bo the camp's shower necesues.
Lescal pottes, Diavid Prescote, mew baicd in Vietnam, haned
theew and glazed the unlgue ceramic basing and soap
dinpenson, Hee alss made wap dishes andd asherays, which
have all since Been baoken by delinqueny ponama. The
12-vol solar panels thar poser the sen were made by a
lecal Ullsdulls cdecirician, And fmilhi-p are ol loeally
handcrafied buah fueniuse.

Ciaanarni's ecossphical model follows (withou refor-
encing] the coassphy of Narway's Arac Macw' deep
eoology movemens, bur sees coosophiy a5 also having the
posential 10 produce wnpredicisble or inidont” pabjoc-
vivitier. He calls for ecobagy 10 inglade ways po seclaim
the posenial io exvend whi we e, bow we live and whan
we feel,

Guarari's aim for ccosophy is wo imagine, il nog
effect, mew suhjeaivities.

Mettlotentribe’s denign docka 1o srrate contexn for
usexpeoied encousiers, wih swrselves s much 5 whk
wthsers i the envirnnment. which might sllow w to imag-
ine wich subjeetiviticn,
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reber of local Aboriginal

Linguage proups — meaning meeting place or place of shelver)
Is both the lircral snd philesophical boat of the Faperhark
Campand is wuch a conieae Exr thoae st ool cricoassee
Poteed Foar merres off the foeent Root, the Gunya
stands tall in the treewps like & kind of keokour from
which to gain penpective in mose thas ons sense of the
ward. The tall, by struchire capiures sea brecees aml
lighn dapepled through the vrees daring the day. The slid-
ing doors open up for susdoor dining on the veramilah,
creating a |u...|...l|r|p of the hanterland feam which wo enjey
ecluzgnd meals and observe the amechisus {a small marss-
pelal}, susgar gliders and binds. An open fire and cansdlclight
baing warmith 1o the room a8 night, playing alf the ambes
of the wained, plwood clad walls. The lounges bugging

the fireplsc

atid wo the conemporary eco-design cthod. The iah

aluo is serves @i a eonference venue for the exchange
of ideas and crentive collzborations end s home 1o 2
renowned five-sar restsaran

were kgalm cussom bl for vhe scheme and  * Inan

The architeciural tences embodicd by the Paperback

Camp are not just a form of adheresde to the sechaical

standands DA) environmeanal regulatioes for the
deslga. Archivecuare is mot just 1echaical in is processsal
Tes mack om the lindscape bead witnom fo the isicrsioc
vkl

sectisre pechaps even moee 0, because i is inside, because

bactwoen anchisogtuse, milicu snd oatology. Inteeior

i ks Inaimnace, becases Tt i an enveloge for the quidkening
of intimacy within sl between |'ﬂl|l|r

g [Terreen-groupe]
s mecessary, net ondy 1o srengrhen our ability i commu

Fusf Guiatiari, & sensg of mierh

nicase effectively at a sncicy, but abio 1o infeet our very

way of heing in the work] at the decpent level, The Paper

bark Ladge and Camp anempes 1o offer a space for thar.

tr e

et nalee dive pitle "Faur oo el ptian
i Le Monde Diplomatique [Ovisber

i ks befere Gnaitard 7 didoy death on

drs pravigesi
R 276
29 Auguir [5992

FagE | i

Frn vhs kel o all + th i i Paperbi
i ite Benilod bty o sawrasnaing bush
rras g mrremy sl ek strbed ot
of mamanr.

Fim | 5l
A (8 cump g cam v wha boat of bk
e il enprriome of dampEag
comdly. wrylinhs mmiiag

weeadl il el mr vy ot chr sure




